
Parish of Wiverton in the Vale: 
One flock, One Shepherd, Six Pastures 

Notices 19th December 2021 – 2nd January 2022 

Advent 4 - Epiphany 

DIARY FOR THE WEEK  (correct at time of going to press)  

In light of the current COVID concerns plans for our services may change 
at the last minute, please check website and notices in churches for any 
changes prior to attending services. Some services may be held outside.  

SUNDAY 19th December 

10.30am – Said Holy Communion (St Andrews, Langar) 
10.30am – Carol Service with choir (Holy Trinity, Tythby) 
4.00pm – Carol Service (St Andrews, Langar) *outside, please wrap up 
warm and bring a torch 
6.00pm – Carol Service with choir (St Michael and All Angels, Elton) 
7.00pm – Carol Service (All Saints, Granby) 

MONDAY 20th December 
9.00am – All Parish Morning Prayer (via Zoom) 

WEDNESDAY 22nd December 
10.00am – 11.30am St Giles’ Cropwell Bishop Coffee, Cake and Chat with 
Bellringing Beginners.  

FRIDAY 24th December – Christmas Eve 

3.00pm – Crib Service (St Giles, Cropwell Bishop) 
6.00pm – Carol Service (St Giles, 
Cropwell Bishop) 
7.30pm – Holy Communion (All Saints, 
Granby) 
8.00pm – Holy Communion (St 
Andrews, Langar) 
8.00pm – Holy Communion (St Johns, 
Colston Bassett) 

SATURDAY 25th December – Christmas 
Day 

8.30m – Holy Communion (St Michael and All Angels, Elton) 
10.00am – Family Holy Communion (St Giles, Cropwell Bishop) 

 

https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/weekday-morning-prayer/
about:blank


SUNDAY 26th December 

10.30am – Holy Communion (Village Hall, Colston Bassett) 

WEDNESDAY 29th December 
10.00am – 11.30am St Giles’ Cropwell Bishop Coffee, Cake and Chat with 
Bellringing Beginners.  

SUNDAY 2nd January 

10.30am – All Age All Parish Holy Communion with Baptism (St 
Andrews, Langar) 

WEDNESDAY 5th January 
10.00am – 11.30am St Giles’ Cropwell Bishop Coffee, Cake and Chat with 
Bellringing Beginners.  

FRIDAY 7th January 

9.00am – All Parish Morning Prayer (via Zoom) 

5.00pm – Colston Bassett’s Evening Prayer (via Zoom) 1st & 3rd Fridays 
only 

SUNDAY 9th January 

10.30am – All Parish Morning Worship (St Giles, Cropwell Bishop) 

READINGS 

Sunday 19th December Hebrews 10.5-10, Luke 1.39-55 
Sunday 26th December Acts 7.51-60, Matthew 10.17-22 
Sunday 2nd January Isaiah 60.1-6 or Ephesians 3.1-12, Matthew 2.1-12 

ADVENT PRAYER WITH STEPHEN HIPPISLEY-COX 

Nine days of Advent Evening Prayer as we approach Christmas 
You are welcome to join me for Evening Prayer, 6pm Wednesday 15th to 
Thursday 23rd, except Sunday. 
Just drop in or join regularly — try to make the last week in particular if you 
can. It will be a simple said office — psalms, scripture and silence, which will 
last around 20 minutes. 
All the best 
Canon Stephen, Area Dean 
Check the website for details of how to join in: 
www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/advent-ep 

 

https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/weekday-morning-prayer/
about:blank
https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/evening-prayer-at-st-johns/
https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/advent-ep


SERVICES 

As we move forward …. Covid-19 guidelines for our churches 
To allow as many people as possible to feel confident coming to church in 
these times of high COVID cases, we need your help, so please: 

• do not attend if you have any symptoms or feel unwell; 

• we maintain the practice of hand hygiene. There will be sanitiser gel 
available for use before and after each service; 

• wear a mask especially while singing, excluding Primary/ pre-school 
children and those exempt on health grounds; 

• we recommend that over 11's take a Lateral Flow Test showing 
negative no more than one day ahead of the service; 

We will have doors open for ventilation, so you’ll need to wrap up warmly! 
Holy Communion will continue to be offered in one kind, that is the bread 
only. 

In light of the current COVID concerns plans for our services may change 
at the last minute, please check website and notices in churches for any 
changes prior to attending services. Some services may be held outside. 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 

20th December - A Christmas Celebration, 7.30pm in 
Southwell Minster. Southwell Music Festival is holding an 
evening of seasonal words and choral music performed by 
Southwell Festival Voices, conducted by Artistic Director 
Marcus Farnsworth with readings from stage and screen actor 
Philip Franks. call the Box Office on 01636 330014 or book 
online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/southwell-music-festival  

10th January – PCC meeting (7.00pm on zoom) If you 
have any matters you wish to be discussed please 
contact your church warden or church representative. 
 
 
 

12th February 2022 – Parish Vision Day at St Andrews, Langar, to be led by 
Revd Richard Kellett, all welcome. Details to follow but for now, please Save 
the Date! 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/southwell-music-festival


19th March 2022 – at St Mary’s, Bingham - Changed by David Shenton. A play 
about people whose lives are changed after meeting Jesus. Tickets will be 
£10, £8.00 concessions.  
Current Appeal – The Children’s Society – 
check the website, 
www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/appeal for 
how to donate.  

FESTIVE MESSAGE FROM BISHOP PAUL 

You are warmly invited to watch Bishop Paul’s Advent and Christmas 
message where against the backdrop of so much fear in the world, he 
speaks about the ‘transforming hope that Jesus brings, which sets people 
free to be themselves as God intended. Hope is Born – watch now 
southwell.anglican.org/bishop-pauls-advent-christmas-message-2021 

LOCKDOWN LETTERS From the Rectory and Beyond 

REFLECTIONS on Luke 1,39-55 by Peter Hills 
Are you ready for Christmas? Are you prepared to welcome Jesus into your 
heart and home? Elizabeth had spent her whole lifetime being prepared by 
God to be the mother of John the Baptist and she didn’t even know it. She 
had been brought up in a priestly family. She was a righteous and pious 
woman and yet barren. At that time being barren was a real tragedy for a 
woman and her family. The friends and acquaintances of Elizabeth and 
Zechariah would have wondered ‘if they are so righteous why has God 
allowed such a terrible thing to happen to them?’ For years Elizabeth and 
Zechariah had prayed that the Lord would grant them a child. For just as many 
years their prayer went unanswered. And then the seemingly impossible 
happened and Elizabeth became pregnant. Not when she wanted, not when 
she expected, but in God’s time – the right time. At a time such that John 
would be able to prepare the way for our Lord. Elizabeth knew that her 
pregnancy had everything to do with the power of God.  

Mary journeyed to meet with her cousin. I wonder how many times during 
her journey Mary practised how she would tell Elizabeth of her pregnancy and 
of what the angel had said to her concerning the child she carried. I imagine 
we have all at some time worked through a difficult conversation in our heads 
before the conversation was to happen. Mary was a teenager addressing her 
older cousin, how difficult was this conversation going to be? So imagine the 
relief and joy when Elizabeth knew immediately that Mary was carrying the 
Lord in her womb. Barely any words were exchanged and yet we read:  ‘When 

https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/appeal/
https://southwell.anglican.org/bishop-pauls-advent-christmas-message-2021/


Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leapt in her womb and Elizabeth 
was filled with the Holy Spirit’. 

Elizabeth extended love, hospitality hope and faith to a young girl in need. 
God had been preparing Elizabeth for this moment, not only to be John’s 
mother but also to be the example of maturity and faithfulness that Mary 
needed in order to face the enormous task ahead of her. 

And so there is so much for us to learn from this amazing story.  

What is it that God is preparing us for this Christmas? Are our eyes open to 
the possibilities? Do we ever feel ‘God can’t use me?’ Do we think ‘I’m too 
old’ – well look at Elizabeth, or ‘I’m too naïve’ – well look at Mary. God 
chooses you and me, he can use us all.  

He chose you and me freely, unconditionally so that we can say with the 
angels. 

‘Glory to God in The Highest’. 

 We get the joy just like Mary (reread her song of joy). God gets the Glory. 

PRAYERS 

Jesus, Saviour, son of Mary, 
you know us and love us, 

you share our lives 
and hear our prayer. 
Glory to you for ever. 

Amen. 

May God, who has called us out of darkness 
into his marvellous light, 

bless us and fill us with peace this Christmas 
Amen. 

LOCKDOWN LETTERS From the Rectory and Beyond 

REFLECTIONS ON EPIPHANY by Rev Canon Keith Turner 
I have always tried to separate the arrival of the Magi from the visit of the 
Shepherds at Bethlehem. And so the Magi are not included in our wooden 
Nativity Scene at home until after Christmas! Epiphany has a much more 
important place in other countries; it deserves to be celebrated as a festival in its 
own right. 



Astrologers or Magi from the Near East – not necessarily three in number! – 
travelled a very long way following the Star, bearing the strangest of gifts. If they 
rode camels, the journey would have been slow and extremely tiring. The 
account recorded only by St Matthew throws up a lot of fascinating questions. 
Why do these scholarly men from a non-Jewish background have such an 
important place in the story?  What was the Star and when did its light begin? If 
the arrival was up to two years after the birth of Jesus, what do we learn about 
being slow and patient? 

It is this last question on which I want to focus, because it seems to me that one 
of the most difficult lessons we have to learn today is patience and perseverance. 
We naturally want the pandemic to be over immediately, but things seem to be 
getting worse*. On TV recently we were reminded of the thousands of children 
who were away from their family homes as evacuees during the long years of the 
War. 

I read this: “There is an old Latin phrase - solvitur ambulando - which means ‘it is 
solved as we walk.’”  And there is a book by Kosuke Koyama called ‘Three Mile 
an Hour God’ which refers to the walk of the Exodus. The Magi almost certainly 
had doubt and anxiety; they faced real danger and endless discomfort. There 
must have been that all too familiar question: ‘are we there yet?’! Our Parish 
Vision Day was of course postponed, but what is the ‘journey’ teaching us? Are 
we patiently walking and listening, persevering and discerning? Sometimes we 
want the end point to be instantly here, and so miss the lessons of the journey.  

It has been tough-going (and for some that is perhaps a tremendous 
understatement) but as the New Year begins, we are, I believe, called to 
persevere with genuine hope, prepared to see things differently, open to fresh 
insight, realising that indeed God’s glory is often to be found after a road long 
travelled. 

* This article was written two weeks before Christmas. 

PRAYERS 

Almighty God, Lord of creation, 
you are our guiding star in the murk of difficult times, 

and our guiding light at all times. 
We set our faltering feet upon the path of a New Year, 

raising our eyes in faith to the light of your love. 
Lead us onwards with hope and strength. 

In Jesus Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. 
 

Adapted from ‘Roots’ material for Epiphany 2022 
 

May God bless you all this Epiphany and New Year 
 



SAFEGUARDING 
Just a reminder that if you have any concerns regarding safeguarding please 
contact Rosie Dulwich, our Safeguarding Officer. She will treat any concerns 
in complete confidence. 

CAN YOU SING? COME AND JOIN THE CHOIR  

Friendly church choir would like to recruit new singers of every voice part 
(soprano, alto, tenor, bass) to support worship on an occasional basis.  We 
are looking for enthusiastic individuals with the ability to sing in tune and at 
least a basic understanding of musical notation.  Previous choral experience 
would be advantageous but is not essential. To find out more, contact Musical 

Director Mark Snelgrove at mark.snelgrove@btinternet.com or Hilary 

Tabron at hilarytabron@uwclub.net or on 0115 9894836. 

LIFE EVENTS 

As a Parish we are delighted to be once again 
holding baptisms, weddings, blessings and 
renewal of vows. If you know of anyone who 
would like to hold one of these important Life 
Events, please do ask them to be in touch.  

 

KEEPING IN TOUCH; STAYING INFORMED 

Going forward notices will cover 2 weeks and will be 
posted fortnightly on the Parish website: 
www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk 

To receive a copy of these notices by email, please 
subscribe to the website notification service at: 
www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/subscribe 

mailto:mark.snelgrove@btinternet.com
mailto:hilarytabron@uwclub.net
https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/
https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/subscribe


 

 Copy deadline for items to be included in the next fortnightly Notice Sheet: 
Wednesday 5th January 2022, to the Parish Administrator. 

KEY CONTACTS 

Revd. Rachel – on sick leave until the end of January, please address 
enquires to the Parish Administrator 

Parish Administrator: Jane Travis  
phone: 07708 631 623     email: admin@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 

Working hours: 10am-2pm Tuesday & Thursday 

Pastoral Care Coordinator: Hilary Tabron RLM 
phone: 0115 9894836 email: hilary.tabron@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 

Parish Treasurer: Max Jordan:  
phone: 0115 9899299     email: treasurer@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
address: 1A Thurlby Close, Cropwell Bishop, Nottingham, NG12 3DS 

Any concerns regarding a safeguarding issue should be directed to: 
Parish Safeguarding Officer: Rosie Dulwich 

phone: 07786 961399    email: 
rosie.dulwich@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 

Further information and contact details can be found on the parish 
website at www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/whos-who 

On behalf of all our service leaders and those on 
the Wiverton in the Vale PCC we would be 

delighted to see you at some of the services over 
the Christmas period. We wish you and those for 

whom you pray a peaceful, joyful and safe 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 

 

mailto:admin@wivertoninthevale.co.uk
mailto:hilary.tabron@wivertoninthevale.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@wivertoninthevale.co.uk
https://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/whos-who

