
 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Sunday 25 April 2021 

Welcome 

The Lord is the strength of his people: 

He is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

O save your people, and bless your heritage; 

Be their shepherd, and carry them forever. 

Psalm 28:8-9 

Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 

and also with you. 

We meet in the name of God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Confession 

We come to God as one from whom no secrets are hidden, 

to ask for his forgiveness and peace. 

Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy 

forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, 

love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 



Receiving forgiveness 

May the God of love and power 

forgive us and free us from our sins, 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Almighty God, 

whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 

raise us, who trust in him, 

from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 

that we may seek those things which are above, 

where he reigns with you 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen 



Song – Christ is Made the Sure Foundation 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation 

Christ the head and cornerstone 

Chosen of the Lord and precious 

Binding all the Church in one 

Holy Zion's help forever 

And her confidence alone 

2 To this temple where we gather 

Come O Lord of Hosts today 

With Thy wonted loving-kindness 

Hear Thy servants as they pray 

And Thy fullest benediction 

Shed within its walls alway 

3 Here vouchsafe to all Thy servants 

What they ask of Thee to gain 

What they gain from Thee forever 

With the blessed to retain 

And hereafter in Thy glory 

Evermore with Thee to reign 

4 Praise and honour to the Father 

Praise and honour to the Son 

Praise and honour to the Spirit 

Ever Three and ever One 

consubstantial, co-eternal, 

While unending ages run 
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Readings 

Acts 4:5-12 

5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6 with 

Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 

high-priestly family. 7 When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, 

they inquired, “By what power or by what name did you do this?” 8 Then Peter, 

filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, 9 if we 

are questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and 

are asked how this man has been healed, 10 let it be known to all of you, and to all 

the people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the 

name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 

dead. 11 This Jesus is 

‘the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 

    it has become the cornerstone.’ 

12 There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 

among mortals by which we must be saved.” 

John 10:11-18 

11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12 The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 

sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf 

snatches them and scatters them. 13 The hired hand runs away because a hired 

hand does not care for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and 

my own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay 

down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I 

must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, 

one shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life 

in order to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 

own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I 

have received this command from my Father.” 

Talk – Katharine Bacon (LLM) 



Song – Father Hear the Prayer we Offer 

1 Father hear the prayer we offer 

Not for ease that prayer shall be 

But for strength that we may ever 

Live our lives courageously 

2 Not for ever in green pastures 

Do we ask our way to be 

But the steep and rugged pathway 

May we tread rejoicingly. 

3 Not for ever by still waters 

Would we idly rest and stay 

But would smite the living fountains 

From the rocks along our way 

4 Be our strength in hours of weakness 

In our wand’rings be our guide 

Through endeavour, failure, danger, 

Father, be thou at our side. 
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Affirming our Faith 

Let us declare our faith in God  

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us with power from on high. 

We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 



Prayers 

After each prayer: 

In the name of Christ, who died, rose and lives for us, 

May your love be known and shown. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Song – Jesus, Where'er Thy People Meet 

1 Jesus, where'er thy people meet, 

there they behold thy mercy seat; 

where'er they seek thee thou art found, 

and every place is hallowed ground. 

2 For thou, within no walls confined, 

inhabitest the humble mind; 

such ever bring thee when they come, 

and, going, take thee to their home 

3 Dear Shepherd of thy chosen few, 

thy former mercies here renew; 

here, to our waiting hearts, proclaim 

the sweetness of thy saving Name. 

4 Here may we prove the pow’r of prayer 

to strengthen faith and sweeten care; 

to teach our faint desires to rise, 

and bring all heav’n before our eyes. 

5 Lord, we are few, but thou art near; 

nor short thine arm, nor deaf thine ear; 

O rend the heav’ns, come quickly down, 

and make a thousand hearts thine own. 
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The Grace 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore.  

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen 


