
 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Sunday 18 April 2021 

Welcome 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope 

through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

1 Peter 1:3 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

and also with you 

We meet in the name of God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Confession 

In baptism we died with Christ, 

so that as Christ was raised from the dead, 

we might walk in newness of life. 

Let us receive new life in him 

as we confess our sins in penitence and faith. 

cf Romans 6.4 

Jesus Christ, risen Master and triumphant Lord, 

we come to you in sorrow for our sins, 

and confess to you our weakness and unbelief. 

We have lived by our own strength, 

and not by the power of your resurrection. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 



We have lived by the light of our own eyes, 

as faithless and not believing. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

We have lived for this world alone, 

and doubted our home in heaven. 

In your mercy, forgive us. 

Lord, hear us and help us. 

Receiving forgiveness 

May Christ who came into the world to save sinners, 

bring us his pardon and his peace, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

Collect for the Third Sunday of Easter 

Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: strengthen 

us to proclaim your risen life and fill us with your peace, to the glory of God the 

Father.  Amen. 



Song – Happy Are They, They That Love God 

1 Happy are they, they that love God,  

Those hearts have Christ confessed,  

who by his cross have found their life,  

and beneath his yoke their rest. 

2 Glad is the praise, sweet are the songs,  

when they together sing;  

and strong the prayers that bow the ear  

of heaven’s eternal King. 

3 Christ to their homes giveth his peace,  

and makes their loves his own;  

but ah, what tares the evil one  

hath in his garden sown! 

4 Sad were our lot, evil this earth,  

did not its sorrows prove  

the path whereby the sheep may find  

the fold of Jesus’ love. 

5 Then shall they know, they that love him,  

how hope is wrought through pain;  

their fellowship, through death itself,  

unbroken will remain. 

Words:Robert Bridges, Charles Coffin; Music: William Croft; © Public Domain; CCLI Licence No. 39568 



Readings 

Acts 3:12-19 

12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, ‘You Israelites, why do you 

wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety 

we had made him walk? 13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 

Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed 

over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 

him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a 

murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from 

the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, his name itself has 

made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 

Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 

17 ‘And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
18 In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 

Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may 

be wiped out, 

Luke 24:36-48 

36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, ‘Peace be with you.’[a] 37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that 

they were seeing a ghost. 38 He said to them, ‘Why are you frightened, and why 

do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 

myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see 

that I have.’ 40 And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his 

feet.[b] 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to 

them, ‘Have you anything here to eat?’ 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 
43 and he took it and ate in their presence. 

44 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, 

and the psalms must be fulfilled.’ 45 Then he opened their minds to understand 

the scriptures, 46 and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah[c] is to 

suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and that repentance and 

forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses[d] of these things. 

Talk – Revd Fred Connell 
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Song – It Is A Thing Most Wonderful 

1 It is a thing most wonderful 

Almost too wonderful to be 

That God's own Son should come from heaven 

And die to save a child like me 

2 And yet I know that it is true 

He chose a poor and humble lot 

And wept and toiled and mourned and died 

For love of those who loved Him not 

3 I cannot tell how He could love 

A child so weak and full of sin 

His love must be most wonderful 

If He could die my love to win 

4 I sometimes think about the cross 

And shut my eyes and try to see 

The cruel nails and crown of thorns 

And Jesus crucified for me 

5 But even could I see Him die 

I could but see a little part 

Of that great love which like a fire 

Is always burning in His heart 

6 How wonderful it is to know 

His love for me so free and sure 

But yet more wonderful to see 

My love for Him so faint and poor 

7 And yet I want to love Thee Lord 

O light the flame within my heart 

That I may love Thee more and more 

Until I see Thee as Thou art 
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The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Prayers 

After each prayer: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude with: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Song – God Is Love, His The Care 

1 God is love, His the care 

Tending each everywhere 

God is love all is there 

Jesus came to show Him 

That mankind might know Him 

Chorus Sing aloud loud loud 

Sing aloud loud loud 

God is good 

God is truth 

God is beauty 

Praise Him 

2 None can see God above 

We can share life and love 

Thus may we Godward move 

Seek Him in creation 

Holding every nation 

3 Jesus lived on the earth, 

Life and hope brought to birth 

And affirmed human worth 

For He came to save us 

By the truth He gave us 

4 To our Lord praise we sing 

Light and life friend and King 

Coming down love to bring 

Pattern for our duty 

Showing God in beauty 
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Final prayers 

May God the Father, 

by whose love Christ was raised from the dead, 

open to all who believe the gates of everlasting life. 

Amen. 

May God the Son, 

who in bursting from the grave has won a glorious victory, 

give us joy as we share the Easter faith. 

Amen. 

May God the Holy Spirit, 

who filled the disciples with the life of the risen Lord, 

empower us and fill us with Christ’s peace. 

Amen. 

The Grace 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore.  

Amen. 

Dismissal 

We are raised to new life with Christ. 

Go in his peace. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 


