
 
3rd Sunday of Lent 

Sunday 7 March 2021 

Welcome 

Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 

and also with you 

We meet in the name of God;  

God the Father, 

God the Son, 

God the Spirit, 

God is one. 

Saying sorry 

The grace of God has dawned upon the world with healing for all.  

Let us come to him, in sorrow for our sins, seeking healing and salvation.   

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 

we have sinned against you, 

through our own fault, 

in thought, and word, and deed, 

and in what we have left undone. 

We are heartily sorry, 

and repent of all our sins. 

For your Son our Lord Jesus Christ's sake, 

forgive us all that is past; 

and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 

to the glory of your name. 

Amen. 

Receiving forgiveness 

May almighty God have mercy on us, 

forgive us our sins, 

and bring us to everlasting life, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Collect for the third Sunday of Lent 

Eternal God, 

give us insight 

to discern your will for us, 

to give up what harms us, 

and to seek the perfection we are promised 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Song – As the Deer 

1 As the deer pants for the water 

So my soul longs after you 

You alone are my heart's desire 

And I long to worship you 

Chorus You alone are my strength my shield 

To You alone may my spirit yield 

You alone are my heart's desire 

And I long to worship you 

2 I want You more than gold or silver 

Only You can satisfy 

You alone are the real joy-giver 

And the apple of my eye 

3 You're my friend and You are my brother 

Even though You are a King 

I love You more than any other 

So much more than anything. 
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Readings 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but 

to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is written, 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, 

    and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” 

20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of 

this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 21 For since, in the 

wisdom of God, the world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, 

through the foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For 

Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, 

a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the 

called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 

God. 25 For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is 

stronger than human strength. 

John 2:13-22 

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the 

temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money changers 

seated at their tables. 15 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of them out of the 

temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of the money 

changers and overturned their tables. 16 He told those who were selling the 

doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my Father’s house a 

marketplace!” 17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your 

house will consume me.” 18 The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show 

us for doing this?” 19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three 

days I will raise it up.” 20 The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 

construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three days?” 21 But he 

was speaking of the temple of his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this; and they believed the scripture and 

the word that Jesus had spoken. 

Talk – Katharine Bacon (LLM) 



Song – Holy Spirit 

1 Holy Spirit living Breath of God 

Breathe new life into my willing soul 

Let the presence of the risen Lord 

Come renew my heart and make me whole 

Cause Your word to come alive in me 

Give me faith for what I cannot see 

Give me passion for Your purity 

Holy Spirit breathe new life in me 

2 Holy Spirit come abide within 

May Your joy be seen in all I do 

Love enough to cover ev'ry sin 

In each thought and deed and attitude 

Kindness to the greatest and the least 

Gentleness that sows the path of peace 

Turn my strivings into works of grace 

Breath of God show Christ in all I do 

3 Holy Spirit from creation's birth 

Giving life to all that God has made 

Show Your power once again on earth 

Cause Your church to hunger for Your ways 

Let the fragrance of our pray'rs arise 

Lead us on the road of sacrifice 

That in unity the face of Christ 

May be clear for all the world to see 
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Affirming our faith 

Let us declare our faith in God 

We believe in God the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on 

earth is named.  

We believe in God the Son, who lives in our hearts through faith, and fills us 

with his love.  

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, who strengthens us with power from on 

high. We believe in one God; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Prayers 

After each prayer: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

The prayers conclude with: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Song – Jesus Lover Of My Soul 

1 Jesus Lover of my soul 

Let me to Thy bosom fly 

While the gath’ring waters roll 

While the tempest still is high 

Hide me O my Saviour hide 

Till the storm of life is past 

Safe into the haven guide 

Oh receive my soul at last 

2 Other refuge have I none 

Hangs my helpless soul on Thee 

Leave ah leave me not alone 

Still support and comfort me 

All my trust on Thee is stayed 

All my help from Thee I bring 

Cover my defenceless head 

With the shadow of Thy wing 

3 Plenteous grace with Thee is found 

Grace to cleanse from ev’ry sin 

Let the healing streams abound 

Make and keep me pure within 

Thou of life the Fountain art 

Freely let me take of Thee 

Spring Thou up within my heart 

Rise to all eternity 

Charles Wesley; © Public Domain; CCLI Licence No. 39568 

The Grace 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore.  

Amen. 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 


