
The 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Sunday 6 December 2020 

Welcome 

Now is the time to wake out of sleep, 

for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  

Romans 13.11 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus  

be with you  

and also with you 

We meet in the name of God;  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Saying sorry 

A voice cries out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’ 

So let us listen, and turn to the Lord in penitence and faith.  

cf John 1.23 

Lord Jesus, you came to gather the nations 

into the peace of your kingdom: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

You come in word and sacrament 

to strengthen us in holiness: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

You will come in glory 

with salvation for your people: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 



Receiving Forgiveness 

May Christ who came into the world to save sinners, 

bring us his pardon and his peace,  

now and forever. 

Amen 

Collect for the 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Almighty God, 

purify our hearts and minds, 

that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as judge and saviour, 

we may be ready to receive him, 

who is our Lord and our God.  

Amen. 



Song – I, the Lord of Sea and Sky 

1 I, the Lord of sea and sky, 

I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin  

my hand will save. 

I who made the stars of night,  

I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them?   

Whom shall I send? 

Chorus Here I am, Lord.  Is it I, Lord?   

I have heard you calling in the night. 

I will go, Lord, if you lead me.   

I will hold your people in my heart. 

2 I the Lord of snow and rain,  

I have borne my people’s pain. 

I have wept for love of them.   

They turn away. 

I will break their hearts of stone,  

give them hearts for love alone. 

I will speak my word to them.   

Whom shall I send? 

3 I the Lord of wind and flame,  

I will tend the poor and lame.   

I will set a feast for them.   

My hand will save. 

Finest bread I will provide  

till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life for them.   

Whom shall I send? 

Daniel Schutte (1758); Copyright: New Dawn Music; CCLI Licence No. 39568 



Readings 
Psalm 85 

1 Lord, you were favourable to your land; 

    you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2 You forgave the iniquity of your people; 

    you pardoned all their sin. Selah 
3 You withdrew all your wrath; 

    you turned from your hot anger. 

4 Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 

    and put away your indignation towards us. 
5 Will you be angry with us for ever? 

    Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6 Will you not revive us again, 

    so that your people may rejoice in you? 
7 Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 

    and grant us your salvation. 

8 Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 

    for he will speak peace to his people, 

    to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.  
9 Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, 

    that his glory may dwell in our land. 

10 Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; 

    righteousness and peace will kiss each other. 
11 Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, 

    and righteousness will look down from the sky. 
12 The Lord will give what is good, 

    and our land will yield its increase. 
13 Righteousness will go before him, 

    and will make a path for his steps. 



Mark 1:1-8 

1 The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  

2 As it is written in the prophet Isaiah,  

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you,  

    who will prepare your way; 
3 the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

    “Prepare the way of the Lord, 

    make his paths straight”’, 

4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now John was clothed 

with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I 

have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Talk – Reverend Clare Connell 



Song – O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here, 

until the Son of God appear. 

Chorus Rejoice, rejoice!  Emmanuel  

shall come to thee, O Israel. 

2 O come, thou rod of Jesse, free 

thine own from Satan’s tyranny; 

from depths of hell thy people save, 

and give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

3 O come, thou dayspring, come and cheer 

our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

and death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

4 O come, thou key of David, come 

and open wide our heav’nly home; 

make safe the way that leads on high, 

and close the path to misery. 

5 O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 

who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height, 

in ancient times didst give the Law, 

in cloud and majesty and awe. 
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Affirming our Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

Prayers 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Awaiting his coming in glory, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Song – Christ, Be Our Light! 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

Chorus Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone had power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone. 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

making your kingdom come. 
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Blessing 

May God the Father, judge all-merciful, 

make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. 

Amen. 

May God the Son, coming among us in power, 

reveal in our midst the promise of his glory. 

Amen. 

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, 

joyful in hope and constant in love. 

Amen. 

And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore.  

Amen. 

Ending 

We are called and loved by God the Father 

and kept safe by Jesus Christ. 

May mercy, peace and love be ours in abundance, 

from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 


