
15th Sunday after Trinity 

Sunday 20th September 2020 

Welcome 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

be with you 

and also with you. 

We meet in the name of God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Saying sorry 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross 

so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness; 

by his wounds we have been healed. 

Let us return to God and confess our sins. 

cf 1 Peter 2.24 

Father you come to meet us when we return to you; 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins; 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Spirit, you give us life and peace; 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 



Receiving Forgiveness 

May Christ who came into the world to save sinners,  

bring us his pardon and his peace,  

now and forever. 

Amen 

The Collect 

The Collect for the fifteenth Sunday after Trinity 

God, who in generous mercy sent the Holy Spirit upon your Church in the 

burning fire of your love:  grant that your people may be fervent in the 

fellowship of the gospel that, always abiding in you, they may be found 

steadfast in faith and active in service; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord 

who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. 

Amen 



Song – Dear Lord and Father of Mankind 

1 Dear Lord and Father of mankind,  

forgive our foolish ways!   

Re-clothe us in our rightful mind,  

in purer lives thy service find,  

in deeper reverence praise,  

in deeper reverence praise. 

2 In simple trust like theirs who heard,  

beside the Syrian sea,  

the gracious calling of the Lord,  

let us, like them, without a word,  

rise up and follow thee,  

rise up and follow thee. 

3 O Sabbath rest by Galilee!   

O calm of hills above,  

where Jesus knelt to share with thee  

the silence of eternity,  

interpreted by love!   

Interpreted by love! 

4 Drop thy still dews of quietness,  

till all our strivings cease;  

take from our souls the strain and stress,  

and let our ordered lives confess  

the beauty of thy peace,  

the beauty of thy peace. 

5 Breathe through the heats of our desire  

thy coolness and thy balm;  

let sense be dumb,  

let flesh retire;  

speak through the earthquake, wind and fire,  

O still small voice of calm!   

O still small voice of calm! 

John Greenleaf Whittier (1872); CCLI Licence No. 39568 



Readings 

Exodus 16:2-15 

2 The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron 

in the wilderness. 3 The Israelites said to them, ‘If only we had died by the hand 

of the Lord in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of 

bread; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole 

assembly with hunger.’ 

4 Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, 

and each day the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that 

way I will test them, whether they will follow my instruction or not.  5 On the 

sixth day, when they prepare what they bring in, it will be twice as much as 

they gather on other days.’ 6 So Moses and Aaron said to all the Israelites, ‘In 

the evening you shall know that it was the Lord who brought you out of the 

land of Egypt, 7 and in the morning you shall see the glory of the Lord, because 

he has heard your complaining against the Lord. For what are we, that you 

complain against us?’ 8 And Moses said, ‘When the Lord gives you meat to eat 

in the evening and your fill of bread in the morning, because the Lord has heard 

the complaining that you utter against him—what are we? Your complaining is 

not against us but against the Lord.’ 

9 Then Moses said to Aaron, ‘Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, 

“Draw near to the Lord, for he has heard your complaining.”’ 10 And as Aaron 

spoke to the whole congregation of the Israelites, they looked towards the 

wilderness, and the glory of the Lord appeared in the cloud. 11 The Lord spoke 

to Moses and said, 12 ‘I have heard the complaining of the Israelites; say to 

them, “At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall have your 

fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.”’ 

13 In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning 

there was a layer of dew around the camp. 14 When the layer of dew lifted, 

there on the surface of the wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as 

frost on the ground. 15 When the Israelites saw it, they said to one another, 

‘What is it?’ For they did not know what it was. Moses said to them, ‘It is the 

bread that the Lord has given you to eat. 



Matthew 20:1-16 

20 ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the 

morning to hire labourers for his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the labourers 

for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 When he went out 

about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; 4 and he 

said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 

right.” So they went. 5 When he went out again about noon and about three 

o’clock, he did the same. 6 And about five o’clock he went out and found others 

standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all 

day?” 7 They said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You 

also go into the vineyard.”  

8 When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the 

labourers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to 

the first.” 9 When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received 

the usual daily wage.  

10 Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of 

them also received the usual daily wage. 11 And when they received it, they 

grumbled against the landowner, 12 saying, “These last worked only one hour, 

and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day 

and the scorching heat.” 13 But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am doing 

you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? 14 Take what 

belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
15 Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you 

envious because I am generous?” 16 So the last will be first, and the first will be 

last.’ 

Talk – Sid Mitchell, in training as Licensed Lay Minister 



Song – The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

1 The King of love my shepherd is, 

whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am his  

and he is mine forever. 

2 Where streams of living waters flow 

my ransomed soul he leadeth, 

and where the verdant pastures grow 

with food celestial feedeth. 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 

but yet in love he sought me, 

and on his shoulder gently laid, 

and home, rejoicing, brought me. 

4 In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 

with thee, dear Lord, beside me; 

thy rod and staff my comfort still, 

thy cross before to guide me. 

5 Thou spread’st a table in my sight, 

thy unction grace bestoweth: 

and O what transport of delight 

from thy pure chalice floweth! 

6 And so through all the length of days 

thy goodness faileth never; 

good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 

within thy house for ever. 

H. W. Baker (1868); CCLI Licence No. 39568 



Affirming our Faith 

We now affirm our belief in God together by saying the Apostles’ Creed:  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 



Prayers 

The prayers conclude with 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



The Blessing 

The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 

keep our hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God,  

and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among us and remain with us always. 

Amen. 

Ending 

We are called and loved by God the Father 

and kept safe by Jesus Christ. 

May mercy, peace and love be ours in abundance, 

from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 


