
The Sunday next before Advent – Christ the King 

Sunday 22 November 2020 

Welcome 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father and the Lord Jesus  

be with you  

and also with you 

We meet in the name of God;  

Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

Saying sorry 

Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the cross 

so that, free from sin, we might live for righteousness; 

by his wounds we have been healed. 

Let us return to God and confess our sins. 

cf 1 Peter 2:24 

Father you come to meet us when we return to you; 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus, you died on the cross for our sins; 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Spirit, you give us life and peace; 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 



Receiving Forgiveness 

May Christ who came into the world to save sinners, 

bring us his pardon and his peace,  

now and forever. 

Amen 

Collect for the Sunday next before Advent – Christ the King 

Eternal Father, whose Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that 

he might rule over all things as Lord and King:  keep the Church in the unity of 

the Spirit and in the bond of peace, and bring the whole created order to 

worship at his feet; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

Song – Tell out, my Soul 

1 Tell out my soul, the greatness of the Lord: 

unnumbered blessings give my spirit voice; 

tender to me the promise of his word; 

in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

2 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name: 

make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 

his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 

his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one. 

3 Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 

Pow’rs and dominions lay their glory by; 

proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 

the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

4 Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word: 

Firm is his promise, and his mercies sure. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 

To children’s children and for evermore. 

Timothy Dudley-Smith (1961); Copyright: © 1962, renewal 1990 Hope Publishing Co.; CCLI Licence No. 39568 



Readings 
Ephesians 1:15-23 

15 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, 
and for this reason 16 I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in 
my prayers. 17 I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18 so 
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, 19 and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who 
believe, according to the working of his great power. 20 God put this power to 
work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand 
in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in 
the age to come. 22 And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 
head over all things for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who 
fills all in all. 

Matthew 25:31-46 

32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33 and he will 
put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 34 Then the king will say 
to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; 35 for I was hungry 
and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 
sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” 37 Then the 
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? 38 And when was it that we 
saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39 And 
when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited you?” 40 And the king 
will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 
who are members of my family, you did it to me.” 41 Then he will say to those at 
his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels; 42 for I was hungry and you gave me no 
food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I was a stranger and you 
did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison 
and you did not visit me.” 44 Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did 
not take care of you?” 45 Then he will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you 
did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.” 46 And these 
will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.’ 



Talk – Reverend Fred Connell 

Song – King of Glory, King of Peace 

1 King of glory, King of Peace, 

I will love thee; 

and that love may never cease, 

I will move thee. 

Thou hast granted my request, 

thou hast heard me; 

thou didst note my working breast, 

thou hast spared me. 

2 Wherefore with my utmost art, 

I will sing thee, 

and the cream of all my heart 

I will bring thee. 

Though my sins against me cried, 

thou didst clear me, 

and alone, when they replied, 

thou didst hear me. 

3 Sev’n whole days, not one in sev’n, 

I will praise thee; 

In my heart, though not in heav’n, 

I can raise thee. 

Small it is, in this poor sort 

to enrol thee: 

e’en eternity’s too short 

to extol thee. 

George Herbert (1633); Copyright: Public Domain; CCLI Licence No. 39568 



Affirming our Faith – The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

Amen.  

Prayers 

The prayers conclude with: 

Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son 

our Saviour Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 



The Lord’s Prayer 

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, 

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever. 

Amen. 



Song – God is Love: His the Care 

1 God is love: his the care,  

tending each, everywhere.   

God is love, all is there!   

Jesus came to show him,  

that mankind might know him! 

Chorus Sing aloud, loud, loud!  Sing aloud, loud, loud! 

God is good!  God is truth!  God is beauty! Praise him! 

2 None can see God above; 

we can share life and love; 

thus may we Godward move, 

seek him in creation, 

holding ev’ry nation. 

3 Jesus lived on the earth, 

life and hope brought to birth 

and affirmed human worth, 

for he came to save us 

by the truth he gave us. 

4 To our Lord, praise we sing 

light and life, friend and king, 

coming down, love to bring, 

pattern for our duty, 

showing God in beauty. 

Percy Dearmer (1925); Copyright: Public domain; CCLI Licence No. 39568 

Prayer for ‘Stir-Up Sunday’ 

Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your faithful people, that they, plenteously bringing 

forth the fruit of good works, may by you be plenteously rewarded; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



Blessing 

The peace of God, 

which passes all understanding, 

keep our hearts and minds 

in the knowledge and love of God,  

and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among us and remain with us always.  

Amen 

Ending 

We are called and loved by God the Father 

and kept safe by Jesus Christ. 

May mercy, peace and love be ours in abundance, 

from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 


