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EASTER 6 
 

FROM THE RECTORY 
 “…do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its 
own. Today’s trouble is enough for today.” 

I don’t know about you, but I found Sunday evening’s statement deeply 
unsettling. Not because of the content, but because at a time of national 
anxiety and uncertainty, further change brings with it the potential of 
even more anxiety and uncertainty. 

Change affects our church community as well as us as individuals. There 
are some things within our control, but much is outside our control. 

As I have been praying about this new season, I found myself listening 
to Nadia Bolz Webber, United Reformed Church priest and author, who 
introduced me to The Stockdale Paradox. 

Admiral James Stockdale was the highest-ranking US officer imprisoned 
in Vietnam. James Stockdale was held in the notorious Hanoi Hilton by 
the North Vietnamese for over seven years. He suffered almost 
unimaginable torture, starvation, and deprivation. On one occasion 
Stockdale was kept in solitary confinement for 18 months. I do not want 
to traumatise you with detail, you can ask Google (other search engines 
are available of course). However, having read accounts of his 
experiences I can hardly believe he survived physically, yet alone 
mentally intact.  

Having been captured on the 9th September 1965 after being forced to 
eject from his  A-4 Skyhawk on a mission over North Vietnam, and after 
almost eight years of absolute ‘hell’, on 12th February 1973 he was 
eventually repatriated. He continued to serve his country until his death 
in 2005. 



In an interview with Jim Collins for his book ‘Good to be Great’, James 
said the following: 

“I never lost faith in the end of the story. I never doubted that not 
only would I get out, but also that I would prevail in the end and 
turn the experience into the defining event in my life, which, in 
retrospect, I would not trade.” 

Asked “Who didn’t make it out?” 

“The optimists. They were the ones who said we’re going to be out 
for Christmas. And, Christmas would come and Christmas would go. 
Then they’d say, We’re going to be out by Easter. And Easter would 
come, and Easter would go. And then Thanksgiving, and then 
Easter again. Then they died of a broken heart.” 

“You must never confuse faith that you will prevail in the end – 
which you can never afford to lose – with the discipline to confront 
the most brutal facts of your current reality, whatever that might 
be.” 

The events of the past week may have brought hopes of brighter days 
ahead, or they may have brought anxiety of the changes we face. There 
are conflicting views of what may happen in the weeks and months 
ahead and of how we will negotiate the changes. 

At the moment, with regard to our churches, we have permission for the 
rector to go in to pray and to livestream services. As a leadership team 
we have decided that as our present format of services are working well 
we will not do that for now. We will undergo the lengthy process of 
reopening when we can open for all. 

We do not have specific details of what that might look like and when 
but as a parish leadership team we will do our best to be ready to 
respond when things become clearer. 

In the meantime, the ‘brutal facts of our current reality’ are that for the 
foreseeable future we are unable to ‘do church’ in familiar ways. 



We will have to continue to re-imagine ways to connect with one 
another and to care for one another. This will not all be over by the 
Autumn. 

However, we will all get through this. We do have faith that “we will 
prevail”. We will get through it by trusting God for one day at a time. 

Each day will have its 
challenges. We will love 
each other, comfort 
each other, and 
encourage each other. 
And, we will get through 
this. One day at a time. 

We can, and will, hold 
this paradox together. It 
is tough. You are all in 
my thoughts and in my 
prayers. 

With love, 
Rev’d Rachel 
 
READINGS 
Acts 17: 22-31 (The Passion Translation) 
22So Paul stood in the middle of the leadership council and said, 
“Respected leaders of Athens, it is clear to me how extravagant you are 
in your worship of idols. 23For as I walked through your city, I was 
captivated by the many shrines and objects of your worship. I even 
found an inscription on one altar that read, ‘To the Unknown God.’ I 
have come to introduce to you this God whom you worship without even 
knowing anything about him. 

24“The true God is the Creator of all things. He is the owner and Lord of 
the heavenly realm and the earthly realm, and he doesn’t live in man-
made temples. 25He supplies life and breath and all things to every living 
being. He doesn’t lack a thing that we mortals could supply for him, for 



he has all things and everything he needs. 26From one man, Adam, he 
made every man and woman and every race of humanity, and he spread 
us over all the earth. He sets the boundaries of people and nations, 
determining their appointed times in history. 27He has done this so that 
every person would long for God, feel their way to him, and find him—
for he is the God who is easy to discover! 28It is through him that we live 
and function and have our identity; just as your own poets have 
said, ‘Our lineage comes from him.’ 

29“Since our lineage can be traced back to God, how could we even think 
that the divine image could be compared to something made of gold, 
silver, or stone, sculpted by man’s artwork and clever imagination? 

30“In the past God tolerated our ignorance of these things, but now the 
time of deception has passed away. He commands us all to repent and 
turn to God. 31For the appointed day has risen, in which he is going to 
judge the world in righteousness by the Man he has designated. And the 
proof given to the world that God has chosen this Man is this: he 
resurrected him from among the dead!” 
 
John 14: 15-21 (The Passion Translation) 
15“Loving me empowers you to obey my commands. 16–17And I will ask 
the Father and he will give you another Saviour, the Holy Spirit of 
Truth, who will be to you a friend just like me—and he will never leave 
you. The world won’t receive him because they can’t see him or know 
him. But you will know him intimately, because he will make his home 
in you and will live inside you. 

18“I promise that I will never leave you helpless or abandon you as 
orphans—I will come back to you! 19Soon I will leave this world and 
they will see me no longer, but you will see me, because I will live 
again, and you will come alive too. 20So when that day comes, you will 
know that I am living in the Father and that you are one with me, for I 
will be living in you. 21Those who truly love me are those who obey my 
commands. Whoever passionately loves me will be passionately loved 
by my Father. And I will passionately love you in return and will 
manifest my life within you.” 



ASCENSION OF JESUS, from Revd Fred Connell  

We celebrate this event every year as it is significant and has meaning 
for us! Some members of the church sing at sunrise from the top of the 
church towers, and afterwards raise a glass of ascending bubbles-glass 
of champagne or elderberry fizz. Last year we celebrated a Eucharist and 
then a glass of ascending bubbles. It was a celebration of Christ Jesus 
being raised up into heaven.   

Luke wrote in the Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles that following the 
resurrection of Jesus, he met with the disciples and even shared a fish 
meal, promised the Power from on High - The Holy Sprit - the presence 
of God here on earth. This came forty days after the resurrection. 

Jesus’ ascension to heaven was a climactic event with his crowning and 
sitting at the right hand of Almighty God his Heavenly Father and ours. 

The significance of his ascension and enthronement is timed with the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon all who come to faith. Jesus had 
promised the disciples that he would send another Helper, the Spirit of 
Truth - His Holy Spirit.  

This promised presence of God is with us then and now. Jesus’ death on 
the cross and subsequent resurrection was not just a historical fact, but 
a revelation from God of His Purposes for His People.  That by faith, we 
receive Christ Jesus as our saviour and friend, in the power of the Holy 
Spirit, and it is by faith that Christ Jesus receives us in Him.  This is true 
meaning of Grace. Unmerited love of God made know to us, in Jesus 
Christ, His Son. That knowingly Jesus Christ went to the cross to bear our 
sins, took our death, and overcame death that we have life in all its 
fullness in this world and that to come. This intimacy in Christ Jesus in 
the Power of the Holy Spirit in all eternity is for all who ask. We are 
blessed in receiving salvation in Christ Jesus. Whatever our 
circumstances, our joy and our sadness, in celebration or in despair, in 
life and in death, in laughter and in tears we are blessed as we receive 
the Love of Jesus Christ. That sacrificial love is for you and for me, to 
restore and reveal how we may live. May we share that love with all 
those we meet, even in this curious time of Lockdown. 



DIARY FOR THE WEEK AHEAD 

 
SUNDAY 17TH MAY 

10.30am – Pause for Prayer and Reflection 
(on our website) 
Please click here to join the service at 10.30am (or later). 
http://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/pause-for-prayer-and-reflection-sunday-17-may/  

In the service this Sunday, Revd Rachel will be leading and preaching 
and Edward Hine (Churchwarden) will be leading the intercessions. 
You will find the relevant readings above. 

11.45am – Time for a Cuppa (via Zoom) 
Please click here to join us for a cuppa after the service on Sunday. 
There should be time to grab a drink first... 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/77114656134?pwd=RldVNWtTTU1FN0tMc29MVXdabjRsZz09 
Meeting ID: 771 1465 6134 
Password: 3MYL2c 

THURSDAY 21ST MAY 
9.00am – Ascension Day Morning Prayer (via Zoom) 
Please click here to join the Ascension Day Morning Prayer. 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/79790365422?pwd=eXZxUHdOK3VJZUlHM2hQUWFjZkhLdz09 

Meeting ID: 797 9036 5422 
Password: 9DqvpL 

7.00pm – Ascension Day Service (on our website) 
Bring your own glass of fizz for after 
Please click here to join the Ascension Day Service at 7 pm. 
http://www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/ascension-day-service---thursday-21-may  

Revd Rachel will be leading, Revd Fred Connell will be preaching and 
Revd Clare Connell will be leading the intercessions. 

7.45pm – Ascending Bubbles (via Zoom) 
Please click here for a gathering to share ‘Ascending bubbles’.  We 
hear this was a great success last year. Do join us... 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/78494051723?pwd=alBudWdHaXRSaGpSQzc2SkRhcXFEUT09 

Meeting ID: 784 9405 1723 
Password: 8gqFuS 
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Thy Kingdom Come is a global prayer movement that invites 
Christians around the world to pray for more people to come to know 
Jesus.  

Due to the current Coronavirus pandemic, Thy Kingdom Come is going 
to look slightly different this year. 

During the 11 days of Thy Kingdom Come, it is hoped that everyone 
who takes part will: 

• Deepen their own relationship with Jesus Christ 

• Pray for 5 friends or family to come to faith in Jesus 

• Pray for the empowerment of the Spirit that we would be effective 
in our witness 

• Download Thy Kingdom Come App 
The free Thy Kingdom Come App has daily videos, bible readings, 
reflections, and podcasts from N.T Wright. 

• Join Parish Morning Prayer on Mondays and Thursdays at 9am. The 
first one is Thursday 21st May. 

 

 

https://www.thykingdomcome.global/
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/


CHRISTIAN AID WEEK - with a difference! 

Yes, this week has been Christian Aid 

Week, but with no actual envelopes, 
collections or hunger lunch! Echoing the 
parable of the Good Samaritan, we are 
nevertheless figuratively asked to cross to 

the other side of the road to respond to the needs of our neighbours 
who are not like us. Please go on to the Christian Aid website to check 
out the kind of things they are doing and to make a donation. It would 
be wonderful if we could all donate as least as much as we would in 

normal circumstances. Christian Aid, like all charities at this time, is 
dealing with higher levels of need than ever with less income coming in, 
and this week is their main fundraiser through the year. We can play our 
part in putting that right! Thank you. 

 

ROGATIONTIDE (by Sam Setchell) 

Rogation Sunday is the day when the Church has traditionally offered 

prayer for God’s blessings on the fruits of the earth and the labours of 
those who produce our food. 
The word “rogation” is from the Latin rogare, “to ask.” Historically, the 
Rogation Days (the three days before Ascension Day) were a period of 
fasting and abstinence, asking for God’s blessing on the crops for a 
bountiful harvest. Fewer of us today directly derive our livelihood from 
the production of food, yet it is good to be reminded of our dependence 
upon those who do and our responsibility for the environment. 

Traditionally a common feature of Rogation days was the ceremony of 
beating the bounds, in which a procession of parishioners, led by the 
minister and churchwardens would proceed around the boundary of 
their parish and pray for its protection in the forthcoming year. As it is 
no longer practical to follow exact boundaries many services will be held 
that have a focus on specific elements of creation such as livestock, 
fields, orchards and gardens. 

 

https://www.christianaid.org.uk/


MY GARDEN, from Katharine Bacon 

A Garden is a lovesome thing, God wot! 
Rose plot, 

Fringed pool, 
Ferned grot – 

The veriest school 
Of peace; and yet the fool 
Contends that God is not – 

Not God! in gardens! when the eve is cool? 
Nay, but I have a sign; 

‘Tis very sure God walks in mine. 
Thomas Edward Brown. 

I have so many friends who feel God is with them in their gardens.  
Needless to say, they are wonderful gardeners, whereas I do confess to 
being a fair-weather gardener, hence the abundance of weeds!  
Although, I’ve been told weeds are good for the bees so I hope I’m doing 
some sort of good. 

But, this poem has always made me smile.  It’s like a friend’s words – 
straight to the point – how can we not believe in God when his creation 
is all around us?  We’ve had day after day after day of brilliant sunshine 
and blue skies and all kinds of blossom and flowers blooming and birds 
singing their hearts out – how can we not see God in all this? 

And besides, we’re so lucky to live in the countryside!  Life is bursting out 
all around us! 

I have been working in the garden.  I think many of us have been, as we 
couldn’t dash about doing our normal things.  I re-dug and enlarged a 
bed that had been overtaken by weeds.  It was a bit daunting at first 
because the earth was so dry but, bit by bit, I won it back and learnt to 
have quite a respect for weeds. 

They have so many roots!  And there’s a gnarly thick brown root that I 
keep on digging up which is so deep I can hardly reach it with my fork.  
Hugely satisfying!   



It has made me think of God.   

Just imagine yourself as a newly dug garden. The earth is weed free, just 
ready for the lovely plants to grow in it, but a breeze brings seeds from 
dandelions, ragwort, nettles and all sorts of other weeds that grow next 
door.  They settle in and sprout and soon crowd out the delphiniums and 
other gorgeous blooms.  Soon the weeds are jostling each other, 
entwined with goose grass and you look at the lawn next to you and wish 
you were just short and green like that.  Life would be so much easier. 

But then comes the gardener, God, answering the cry of distress that 
comes from your heart. He pulls up the goose grass.  He digs up the 
weeds, disentangles the roots and returns the soil to what it was before 
and digs in well-rotted manure and plants afresh.  And he delights in the 
beautiful plants that grow again, just as you do. 

That’s what God does in our lives when we turn to him – he gets rid of 
the bad stuff.  Sometimes the roots are really deep and we need him to 
help us again and again until we can get rid of it with his help.  But he 
never gives up on us.   

And he always sees the beauty that lies within us, waiting for his touch 
to release it into the world.  

We see him at work in our world and in our gardens and in ourselves and 
we can give thanks for his constant love. 

And we can say of all our gardens, as Thomas Edward Brown says of his, 
“‘Tis very sure God walks in mine.” 

 

A PRAYER FOR ROGATIONTIDE (by Sam Setchell) 

Remember, Lord, your mercy and loving-kindness towards us. 
Bless this good earth, and make it fruitful. 

Bless our labour, and give us all things needed for our daily lives. 
Bless the homes of our parish and all who live within them. 

Bless our common life and our care for our neighbour. 
Hear us, good Lord. Amen. 

 



PRAYER MATTERS   Please remember in your prayers this week: 

Our farmers and all who are involved in the processes that take our 
food from field to table. 

We give thanks for: 
Our hard working and faithful NHS staff, and all key Workers. 
Those we know who are recovering from illness. 
The community support groups in our villages. 
Our homes. 

We pray for: 
Sufficient workers now and when harvest comes. 
Good growing weather. 
Gentle spring rains to enable crops and grass to grow. 
Employees returning to work.  
Employers as they provide safe working environments. 
Those who are still unable to return to work. 
All facing the financial impact of these times. 
Families facing severe hardship and children missing their school 
meals. 
Guidance for the leaders in government and health officials as they 
make exceedingly difficult decisions. 
Scientists, researchers, and medical personnel as they work towards 
producing an effective vaccine 
Ourselves as we persevere in adjusting to this new season. 
Food banks, that they might find the resources they need. 
All who are self-isolating. 
For those with existing and chronic health conditions. 

We remember; 
Those we know and love who are sick at this time in body, soul and 
mind. Those for whom we have been asked to pray and all who love 
them including Dick Bond and John. The family and loved ones of 
those who have died recently especially the family of Thomas Ernest 
Selby, known as Ernie, following his death on 1st May. 

Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayers. 



HOW CAN WE GIVE? The Church of England receives no 
government funding other than some tax concessions, and our 
churches are dependent upon money given or raised locally to 
fund their ministry and upkeep, including heating, insurance and 
maintenance. 

Since we are not able to host services, if you are not already contributing 
by standing order, this might be the right time for you to consider this.   
If you would like to find out more about this, or to change an existing 
order, please contact Max in confidence via 
treasurer@wivertoninthevale.co.uk  

 

KEY CONTACTS 
 

Rev’d Rachel 
email:  rector@wivertoninthevale.co.uk                                                  

phone: 07944 992178  N.B Rachel’s day off: Friday 
 

Parish Administrator  
 Anna Hemati Kang Sofla: 07592 873751 

Email: administrator@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
Anna can direct enquiries to the most appropriate person. 

 

Safeguarding Officer / Coordinator 
 Gareth Parker the Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish, and any 
concerns regarding a safeguarding issue should be directed to him.  

07738 091338 or gareth.parker@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
 

Further information and contact details can be found on the parish 
website at www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/whos-who 

KEEPING IN TOUCH; STAYING INFORMED 
These notices are posted week by week on the Parish website: 

www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
 

Paper copies are available at church services. 
 To receive a copy of these notices by email every Saturday, please 

subscribe to the website notification service at 
www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/subscribe 
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