
                   Parish of Wiverton in the Vale:  
One flock, One Shepherd, Six Pastures 

Notices 26th April 2020 
 

EASTER 3 
From the Rectory 

“23 Let us hold fast to the confession of our hope without wavering, for 
he who has promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how to provoke 
one another to love and good deeds, 25 not neglecting to meet together, 
as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another…” 

Hebrews 10:24-26 

This verse came to mind as I was wondering what to write to you this 
week. The writer of the letter to the Hebrews is encouraging the 
listeners to “not neglect meeting together”.  

Well, I must say, that’s rubbing it in a bit isn’t it? Our churches are locked 
and there is nothing we would like to do more than meet together on 
Sunday is there…? 

A cup of tea with a neighbor or a friend? Coffee, Cake and Chat? Time 
for You? Souperbowl, other church and community activities that would 
have burst into life by now… 

All those village activities I was looking forward to coming along to! I was 
looking forward to meeting everyone, being introduced to your friends 
and neighbours. I guess many have been cancelled or at least the black 
cloud of Covid-19 doom lurks overhead. 

I have spoken to some this week who are incredibly sad and 
disappointed to have to miss funerals of precious friends and loved ones.  

Our first wedding was to have been in a few weeks’ time; hopes and 
dreams of such a precious and long-awaited day, smashed to 
smithereens by the virus. 

And yet this verse keeps coming to mind. We cannot meet on Sundays 
in our churches or in our Home Groups, so how can we keep our sense 
of community alive? How can we continue to provoke one another to 
“love and good deeds”? 



I have heard encouraging reports of some groups attempting Zoom 
meetings. One to share evening prayer, one to share their news and 
stories and experiences of the Prayer Course. True it is not the same as 
seeing each other in the flesh, as it were, but how good is it to see each 
other’s faces and make a connection however beleaguered by dodgy 
internet and the like. Please do let me know if you would like to find out 
more about how to join one of these groups. 

Some of our communities have strong connections and networks by 
which they keep in touch by phone.  

There have been some lovely stories of those with precious supermarket 
delivery slots calling round to see if anyone wants shopping adding to 
their list. Sanitized deliveries have then been made later. Village 
organizations have been such a blessing making deliveries too. 

Connections are being made over garden fences and hedges and across 
our lanes.  

Please do write in and tell us all of how your community is flourishing at 
this time and growing in care for one another. 

And also, do let me know if you know of anyone who is in need of 
encouragement. However, I suspect you are doing that for each other 
already… 

As I suspect, we are learning to meet one another in a myriad of new 
ways outside our church walls. Sharing God’s love, giving and receiving 
“love and good deeds”, and “encouraging one another” and those in the 
communities around us. 

May God bless you, as you are 
a blessing to those around 
you, 

With love, 
Rev’d Rachel 

 

Our church buildings are now 
closed until further notice. 



Deanery Evening Prayer at the Minster 

Dean Nicola and Canon Richard will be holding a live 'Teams' service of 
evening prayer for us in our homes Saturday 25th April at 4pm. We 
have been asked to supply emails of those who wish to join so if you 
are interested please email Rev Rachel at 
rector@wivertoninthevale.co.uk. 

 

Pause for Prayer and Reflection 

Rev Rachel will be leading the online service this Sunday and Katharine 
will be preaching for us. Please find the relevant readings below. If you 
would like to join in with the responses during the service, the ‘Order of 
Service during Easter’ can now be found on the website. 

 

Luke 24:13-35 

13 Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called 
Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, 14 and talking with each 
other about all these things that had happened. 15 While they were 
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talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went with them, 
16 but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, 
“What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They 
stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, 
answered him, “Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not 
know the things that have taken place there in these days?” 19 He asked 
them, “What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the 
people, 20 and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be 
condemned to death and crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he was 
the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day 
since these things took place. 22 Moreover, some women of our group 
astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, 23 and when 
they did not find his body there, they came back and told us that they 
had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. 24 Some of 
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said; but they did not see him.” 25 Then he said to them, “Oh, 
how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! 26 Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” 27 Then beginning with 
Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about 
himself in all the scriptures. 
28 As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they urged him strongly, saying, 
“Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly 
over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from 
their sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning 
within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening 
the scriptures to us?” 33 That same hour they got up and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their companions gathered 
together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had happened on the road, 
and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 



Thank you!  

To all who posted comments and reactions after the Holy Week services 
a huge thank you! 
Thank you for your feedback. Hopefully with Nick’s help the volume 
improved.  
The many emails we received after our first service strengthened my 
resolve to keep going. Your encouragement kept me going me as I 
battled with the frustrations of technology and my inexperience.  
Your kind, loving and generous encouragement over Holy Week at times 
brought tears to our eyes.  
Thank you also, for your cards, emails and telephone calls after my dad’s 
death last week. Your loving concern and prayers for me and my family 
are very much appreciated at this time. 

We thank God for each 
one of you. You are a 
blessing.  

With much love,  
Rachel and Sid 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for your generosity! 

Thank you so much to all of you who continue to give to our churches 
on a regular basis by direct debit or standing order. Your kindness and 
generosity is so much appreciated. 

At this time of year when we remember the overwhelming generosity 
of Jesus Christ in giving up all the riches of heaven to become incarnate 
as the Son of man to die for us, giving his very life on the cross. We love 
because he first loved us, and our giving springs from a response to 
Jesus giving his all for us. 

I realise that at this time some of us may be suffering hardship bought 
on by our present circumstances, some of us may find that we are not 
able to give in our usual way on a Sunday. 

May I encourage us 
all to review our 
giving. As a generous 
Parish we still need 
to support the 
incredible work of 
mission being carried 
out throughout our 
diocese, maintain our 
beautiful churches 
and be ready to take 
up our work again 
when this crisis ends. 

Please do contact Max our Treasurer if you would like to know how you 
can make one off payments or begin to give regularly to the work of 
our parish, or if you wish to change existing giving. 

Thank you again for your incredible generosity to the care of our 
beautiful buildings and the work of the churches over the years. 

With warm thanks and deep gratitude, 
Rachel 



A request for prayer 

I want to thank you all for the welcome and support Rachel & I have 
received since we joined you last November. I have enjoyed visiting the 
different churches and starting to get to know you all whilst exploring 
the lovely countryside in our Parish. We’ve both very quickly felt at home 
and have been enjoying settling into life in the Wiverton Parish. 
More recently, as we’ve begun to navigate our way through these 
strange times of self-distancing and isolation, I’ve find myself 
contemplating the next phase of my life having given up my landscaping 
business and supposedly become ‘semi-retired’.  
My desire to give more time to church life and support of Rachel has 
rapidly developed from a ‘what if’ into what I believe is a calling to 
Licensed Lay Ministry Training. I’m grateful to our PCC for giving me 
approval to apply for LLM training which begins in September and would 
value your prayers as I enter into a time of discernment over the 
Summer period. I do believe that if it’s the correct step for me that doors 
will open but I would value any prayers or words of wisdom as I 
potentially embark on another new adventure. 

Looking forward to working with you all! 
Sid 

 
Note from the editor 

I have really enjoyed reading all the 
contributions sent in by people over the 
last few weeks and want to thank 
everyone who has shared their thoughts 
and experiences during this time. 

I would love to hear more! 

Please send anything you would like to 
contribute to the Parish administrator 
on 
administrator@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
or 07592 873751. 

mailto:administrator@wivertoninthevale.co.uk


Prayer course - “Deliver us from evil” 
In Session 8 the ways we can pray God’s kingdom come in the midst of 
a spiritual battle will be looked at closely. 
You can still follow this at home. The resource "How to Pray" by Pete 
Greig - can be bought in hard copy or the course may be downloaded 
from www.prayercourse.org. 
 
Diocesan resources 
• Bishop Paul daily video - Bishop Paul and his wife Sarah are 

continuing with their series of daily videos featuring a reading from 
the Psalms, a reflection and prayer. The videos go live at 9.30am 
each day. You can view it on the diocesan YouTube account, 
Facebook and Twitter. You can also email Bishop Paul with prayer 
requests at bishop@southwellanglican.org 

 
Radio and television  
• Sunday Worship on Radio 4 is a Sunday Service at 8.10 am. This 

Sunday is titled “We had hoped”. The home page can be found at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qnds  

• A Daily Service is at 9.45am on Radio 4 and is described as 
Christian worship and music. The home page can be found at 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006wzfs  

• Songs of Praise, BBC1 on Sunday at 1.15pm. “Sean Fletcher looks 
back on journeys to ancient and sacred places of pilgrimage, 
including Lourdes and the spectacular abbey of Mont St Michel in 
France.” Available at: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006ttc5  

 

Other resources 
• Phone app ‘Pray as you go’ has 10-12 minutes each day of music, 

readings and reflection. 
• There are Church of England on-line resources at 

www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-online  
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PRAYER MATTERS:   Please remember in your prayers this week: 

Our farmers and all who are involved in the processes that take our 
food from field to table. 

We pray for; 
Good growing weather. 
For gentle spring rains to enable crops and grass to grow. 
For sufficient workers now and when harvest comes. 
For those facing the financial impact of these times: 
For food banks, that they might find the resources they need   
For families facing severe hardship and children missing their school 
meals 
We continue to pray for our Prime Minister, our Government and 
leaders, our hard working and faithful NHS, and all key Workers. 
Ourselves as we continue to adjust to what is to this new season. 
All who are self-isolating. 
For those with existing and chronic health conditions. 

We give thanks for; 
The trials for a Covid-19 vacine and pray for positive outcomes 
innovation in business and production in support of the battle against 
the virus. 
Those we know who are recovering from illness. 
The community support groups in our villages. 
Our homes. 

We remember; 
Those we know and love who are sick at this time in body, soul and 
mind. And, we also remember the family and loved ones of those 
who have died recently. 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers. 

 

 
 



HOW CAN WE GIVE? The Church of England receives no 
government funding other than some tax concessions, and our 
churches are dependent upon money given or raised locally to 
fund their ministry and upkeep, including heating, insurance and 
maintenance. 

Since we are not able to host services, if you are not already contributing 
by standing order, this might be the right time for you to consider this.   
If you would like to find out more about this, or to change  an existing 
order, please contact Max in confidence via 
treasurer@wivertoninthevale.co.uk  

 

Key Contacts 
Rev’d Rachel 

email:  rector@wivertoninthevale.co.uk                                                  
phone: 07944 992178  N.B Rachel’s day off: Friday 

 

Parish Administrator  
 Anna Hemati Kang Sofla: 07592 873751 

Email: administrator@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
Anna can direct enquiries to the most appropriate person. 

 

Safeguarding Officer / Coordinator 
 Gareth Parker the Safeguarding Coordinator for the Parish, and any 
concerns regarding a safeguarding issue should be directed to him.  

07738 091338 or gareth.parker@wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
 

Further information and contact details can be found on the parish 
website at www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/whos-who 

Keeping in touch; staying informed 
These notices are posted week by week on the Parish website: 

www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk 
 

Paper copies are available at church services. 
 To receive a copy of these notices by email every Saturday, please 

subscribe to the website notification service at 
www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/subscribe 
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