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About this service 

 
This is a special service of celebration that marks the beginning of a new 
phase of ministry both for Rachel Mitchell and for the people of this 
community. We meet together anticipating God’s blessing on the years 
ahead.  At the beginning of any new ministry, a priest is appointed to 
their new role in a service that gives the community an opportunity to 
welcome them, and allows priest and people to commit themselves to 
the ministry ahead and to pray for God’s leading in it. 
 
Some features of this service have their origins within our earliest 
Christian roots; others are comparatively new.  This reminds us both 
that Christian ministry has been offered for centuries, and that the 
unchanging Gospel has to be proclaimed afresh for each succeeding 
generation. 
 
The ministry to which Rachel is being appointed is to the local parish and 
the wider community.  The role of the Anglican parish priest is to care 
for the whole community and to nurture the faithful.  They work with all 
those in the local community, whether they are people of faith or not. 
Therefore within this service, the welcome is made by both church 
people and representatives of the wider community. 
 
In this service, Rachel is presented to the Bishop and then presented to 
the community by the Bishop.  The Bishop will remind Rachel of the 
responsibility for the care of the parish which is shared with the Bishop.  
The Archdeacon will install Rachel giving her oversight for the church. 
Rachel is then formally welcomed by representatives of the church and 
the wider community within the parish. 
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About the Reverend Rachel Mitchell   
 

Rachel grew up in the village of Oxton and some of her earliest 
memories include going to church. Her grandad served as church 
warden and her mum on the PCC at the parish church of St Peter and St 
Paul. Rachel’s early memories of church were of singing and fidgeting, 
in equal measure, in the choir stalls with her two older sisters, Lesley 
and Helen. The church and the school across the way were at the heart 
of village life and left a deep impression, as did the firm faith of her 
grandfather, Fred.  
 
It was a visit to Evensong with her grandfather as a young adult that led 
to exploration and eventual commitment to faith as an adult at 23 years 
old. This was the beginning of a long and eventful journey that led to 
wanting to study theology as an independent student at St John’s 
College in Bramcote. It was here that Rachel will say that she was 
unexpectedly ‘diverted’ back into the Church of England and surprised 
with a call to ordination.  
 
The journey has been an unexpected delight, and homecoming. Her 
curacy in Radcliffe on Trent and Shelford has been both rewarding and 
fulfilling. Highlights have included developing connections with parents 
who have brought their children for baptism, and watching as people 
have deepened, discovered more, and even found faith for the first time 
on the Alpha course. And, of course, developing warm relationships with 
the different congregations across the benefice. 
 
Rachel, and her husband Sid are now eagerly anticipating another new 
adventure with the people of Wiverton in the Vale. They are looking 
forward to getting out and about, and getting to know people across all 
the villages and churches. They are also hoping and praying that people 
will come to know more about Jesus, the power of the Holy Spirit, and 
God’s faithfulness and amazing love; many for the first time. 
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Introduction 
 

A welcome from the Area Dean the Revd Dr Stephen Hippisley-Cox 
 

HYMN: Praise my Soul the King of Heaven 
Author: Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847)  Based on Psalm 103 

During the hymn, the Bishop’s Procession enters.  
 

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 
to his feet thy tribute bring; 
ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
evermore his praises sing: 
Praise him! Praise him!  
Praise him! Praise him!  
Praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise him for his grace and favour 
to our fathers in distress; 
praise him still the same for ever, 
slow to chide and swift to bless: 
Praise him! Praise him!  
Praise him! Praise him!  
Glorious in his faithfulness. 
 

Father-like, he tends and spares us; 
well our feeble frame he knows; 
in his hand he gently bears us, 
rescues us from all our foes. 
Praise him! Praise him!  
Praise him! Praise him!  
Widely as his mercy flows! 
 

Angels, help us to adore him; 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
Dwellers all in time and space. 
Praise him! Praise him!  
Praise him! Praise him!  
Praise with us the God of grace! 
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The Greeting 

Bishop 
Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father  
and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you 

All And also with you 
 

Please sit. 
 

Bishop Paul brings his greetings and introduces the service, and then all 
pray: 
 

All     God our Father, Lord of all the world,  
we thank you that through your Son  
you have called us into the fellowship of your universal Church: 
hear our prayer for your faithful people  
that in their vocation and ministry  
each may be an instrument of your love:  
and give to your servant Rachel the needful gifts of grace;  
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.   
Amen. 

 
The Presentation 
 

Professor Jenifer Ann Saint, OBE, JP, DL (Deputy Lieutenant of 
Nottinghamshire) as representative of the Patron, The Lord Chancellor, leads 
Rachel to stand before the Bishop and says 
 
Bishop Paul, I present Rachel Elizabeth Mitchell to be admitted to the Cure 
of Souls of this parish. 
 
The Patron’s representative reads the Deed of Presentation on behalf of the 
Crown. 
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The Declaration of Assent and Oaths 
 

Rachel stands before the Bishop, who is seated in his chair. 
 

The Diocesan Deputy Registrar, Mr Charlie George, says: 
The Church of England is part of the One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church, worshipping the one true God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  It 
professes the faith uniquely revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in 
the catholic Creeds, which faith the Church is called upon to proclaim afresh 
in each generation.  Led by the Holy Spirit, it has borne witness to Christian 
truth in its historic formularies, the Thirty-nine Articles of Religion, the Book 
of Common Prayer and the Ordering of Bishops, Priests and Deacons.  In the 
declaration you are about to make, will you affirm your loyalty to this 
inheritance of faith as your inspiration and guidance under God in bringing 
the grace and truth of Christ to this generation and making him known to 
those in your care? 
 

The new Priest says: 
I, Rachel Elizabeth Mitchell, do so affirm, and accordingly declare my belief 
in the faith which is revealed in the Holy Scriptures and set forth in the 
catholic Creeds, and to which the historic formularies of the Church of 
England bear witness; and in public prayer and administration of the 
sacraments I will use only the forms of service authorised or allowed by 
Canon. 
 

Taking a New Testament, Rachel faces the people and says: 
I swear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth the Second, her heirs and successors according to law; so help me 
God. 
 

Turning to the Bishop, Rachel says: 
I swear by Almighty God that I will pay true and canonical obedience to the 
Bishop of Southwell & Nottingham and his successors, in all things lawful and 
honest; so help me God. 
 

Please remain seated as the Declarations are signed. 
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HYMN : Breathe on me, Breath of God 
Author: Edwin Hatch (1835-1889) 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God: 
fill me with life anew, 
that I may love what thou dost love 
and do what thou wouldst do. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God, 
until my heart is pure, 
until with thee I have one will 
to do and to endure. 
 
Breathe on me, breath of God; 
till I am wholly thine, 
until this earthly part of me 
glows with thy heavenly fire. 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God; 
so shall I never die, 
but live with thee the perfect life 
of thine eternity. 

 

Please sit 
 

The Ministry of the Word 
 

Reading: Matthew 11: 25-end 
read by Nick Perry, PCC Lay chair  

 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and the 
intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will.  All things have been handed over to me by 
my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no 
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 
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Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

 

At the end the reader says 
This is the word of the Lord. 
All   Thanks be to God 
 

The Sermon 
Given by the Bishop of Southwell and Nottingham, The Right Reverend Paul 
Williams 
 

The Institution 
 

The Parish Priest designate stands before the Bishop. 
 

Bishop 
Dearly beloved in the Lord, the Declaration of Assent, the Oaths of 
Allegiance to Her Majesty the Queen, and the Oaths of Canonical 
Obedience to the Bishop having been taken and subscribed before us as 
the law requires: we propose now in the name of God, and in the 
presence of this congregation, to licence to the Benefice of Wiverton in 
the Vale, our well-beloved in Christ, Rachel, and we ask you to join 
together with us in prayer to Almighty God, that he would grant to his 
servant grace to perform her solemn duties aright. 
 
Rachel kneels before the Bishop. 
Silence is kept. 
 

The Deputy Registrar reads the licence. 
 
The Bishop then gives it to Rachel saying: 
Rachel, receive the Cure of Souls, which is both yours and mine; in the 
name of the Father and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
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Rachel remains kneeling and the Bishop blesses her as follows: 
The God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
eternal covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well pleasing in his sight;  
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit, be upon you and remain with you for ever.   
Amen. 
 
 

The Induction and Installation 
 
Bishop 
Having admitted Rachel to the Cure of Souls in this Parish, I charge and 
require you, Archdeacon Phil, to induct and install her into this church 
and benefice. 
 
All stand and turn as the Archdeacon leads the Priest to the main door 
of the Church with the Churchwardens. 
 
Archdeacon Phil says: 
By virtue of this mandate, I induct you, Rachel, into the real, actual and 
corporeal possession of this church and parish with all the rights, 
responsibilities, and opportunities for ministry. The Lord preserve your 
going out and your coming in, now and always. 
Amen 
 
Rachel then rings the bell to signify the beginning of her ministry in the 
parish. 
 
The Archdeacon leads Rachel to her stall and places her in it. 
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Archdeacon Phil says: 
By this act, Rachel, I install you as the priest in the congregation of Christ 
in this Parish.  May you fulfil well the ministry you have received from 
the Lord.  See that you lead your people in the way of holiness and 
faithful service of God our Father, after the pattern of our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.   
Amen. 
 
 
The Welcome  
 

The Bishop presents the new Parish Priest to the congregation. 
 

Bishop Paul says: 
I present to you Rachel as your new Parish Priest.  Remember that you 
share with her in the ministry to which she has been called; for as St 
Peter wrote to all Christians: “You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s own people”. 
 
The Lay Chair of the Deanery, Mr Steve Gelsthorpe, introduces the 
welcomes.  The churchwardens then welcome the new Parish Priest on 
behalf of the parish, followed by greetings from representatives of the 
local community.   
 
The Revd Rachel Mitchell acknowledges the welcomes and announces 
forth coming services.  
  
Please stand 
 
HYMN : In Christ Alone my hope is found 
Author: Stuart Townend & Keith Getty 
©2001 Thankyou music 

 

During this hymn a collection will be taken on behalf of the Bishop’s Discretionary 

Fund, which enables the bishops to support particular needs as and when they arise. 
 



 

11 
 

In Christ alone my hope is found, 
He is my light, my strength, my song. 
This Cornerstone, this solid ground 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm. 
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease! 
My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand. 
 
In Christ alone who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe. 
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones He came to save 
Till on that cross as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied 
For every sin on Him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live. 
 

There in the ground His body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain: 
Then bursting forth in glorious day 
Up from the grave He rose again! 
And as He stands in victory 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me, 
For I am His and He is mine  
Bought with the precious blood of Christ 
 

No guilt in life, no fear in death, 
This is the power of Christ in me 
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny. 
No power of hell, no scheme of man, 
Can ever pluck me from His hand; 
Till He returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand! 
 

Please sit 
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The Intercessions 
As the new Parish Priest, Rachel leads the people in prayer. 
 

The following response may be used: 
        Lord in your mercy 
All   Hear our prayer 
 

As our Saviour has taught us, so we pray 
All Our Father in heaven; 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory 
are yours now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

Renewing our Vision 
 

The Area Dean, The Revd Dr Stephen Hippisley-Cox says: 
 We offer ourselves anew in the service of God in this parish, in the deanery 

and across the diocese. 

 
Jesus said, “Go into all the world and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
(Matthew 28:19-20) 

 
We pledge ourselves to care for all the people of this parish – to announce 
the Good News of Jesus Christ and invite them into the journey of faith as his 
disciples.  
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Representatives from the church community present the new parish priest 
with symbols of ministry. 
 

Growing Disciples Wider 
Presenting water for baptism, Hilary Tabon, a Recognised Lay Minister says: 

We welcome you to share with us in telling the story of God’s love, to 
baptise new disciples and to walk with them in the way of Christ, to 
nurture them in the faith and equip them to serve Christ in the world. 

 

Growing Disciples Younger 
Presenting a bible, pupils from Langar Church of England Primary School say: 

We welcome you to share with us making Christ known in fresh ways 
to new generations in this parish, supporting all who care for the young, 
in families, schools and in our ministry as a church teaching the faith 
and growing disciples of all ages.  
 

Growing Disciples Deeper 
Presenting bread and wine, Rosie Dulwich, PCC member says: 

We welcome you to share with us in deepening our partnership in the 
gospel with all Christian people, nourishing our life together through 
word and sacrament; that we may grow into the full likeness of Christ 
in faith, hope and love.  

 

When all the symbols have been presented, the new parish priest responds:  
In the power of the Holy Spirit, may we continue to join together in the 
transforming mission of God, growing disciples wider, younger and deeper,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
All Amen. 
 

Please stand. 
 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
 

Bishop 
May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always.   
Amen. 
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HYMN: Crown Him with many Crowns 
Authors: Matthew Bridges (1800-1894) 

During this hymn the Bishop’s Procession moves to the main door of the Church. 

Crown Him with many crowns, 
the Lamb upon the throne; 
hark! How the heav'nly anthem drowns 
all music but its own! 
awake, my soul, and sing 
of Him who died for thee, 
and hail him as thy matchless King 
through all eternity. 

Crown him the Lord of love; 
behold his hands and side, 
rich wounds, yet visible above, 
in beauty glorified; 
no angels in the sky 
can fully bear that sight, 
but downward bends their burning eye 
at mysteries so bright. 
 

Crown him the Lord of peace, 
Whose pow’r a sceptre sways 
From pole to pole, that wars may cease, 
Absorbed in prayer and praise: 
His reign shall know no end, 
And round his pierced feet 
Fair flow’rs of paradise extend 
Their fragrance ever sweet. 
 

Crown him the Lord of years, 
The Potentate of time, 
Creator of the rolling spheres, 
Ineffably sublime. 
All hail, Redeemer, hail! 
For thou hast died for me; 
Thy praise shall never, never fail 
Throughout eternity. 
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Rachel, the new Parish Priest says 
 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
All     In the name of Christ.  Amen 
 

Please join us for light refreshments in the church after the service. 
 

 
The Parish of Wiverton in the Vale 

 

The Parish of Wiverton in the Vale was formed in March 2017 by the 
successful amalgamation of six former parishes that previously constituted 
the Wiverton Group: Colston Bassett, Cropwell Bishop, Elton on the Hill, 
Granby cum Sutton, Langar cum Barnstone and Tythby with Cropwell Butler.  
It encompasses nine villages and hamlets within an area of approximately 40 
square miles in the delightful countryside of the Vale of Belvoir.  Its total 
population is about 4400. 
 

The six working churches in the parish are at the heart of our communities, 
both physically and metaphorically.  Apart from the Victorian church of St 
John the Divine in Colston Bassett, they all date from the 12th or 13th 
centuries.  They are beautiful settings for our worship and gatherings, and 
offer havens of peace and solace to all.  Each has its own characteristics, from 
the spaciousness of our largest church, St Andrew’s in Langar, to the charm 
of our smallest church, St Michael and All Angels, in Elton; but all are 
renowned for the warmth of their welcome and for touching the lives of 
many generations of parishioners. 
 

The members of our churches are united by our shared love of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.  We’re well-known and active in our communities and enjoy working 
as a team.  Rachel joins us at a time when the fellowship and efficiency of 
our new parish structure provides exciting opportunities to develop our 
mission and outreach.  We offer Rachel our prayers, friendship and support 
as we begin this next stage of our journey together.  We pray that we may 
all be empowered by the Holy Spirit to increase our faith and to build 
disciples wider, younger and deeper in the communities that we love and 
serve. 
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Services in November 
 

Sunday 17th November 
 

 9.00am  Holy Communion, All Saints, Granby 
10.30am  JOY! Informal, child-friendly worship for all 
  the Parish, St Giles’, Cropwell Bishop   
10.30am Holy Communion, St Andrew’s, Langar 
10.30am Morning Worship, St John the Divine, Colston Bassett 

 
Sunday 24th November 
 

 9.00am Holy Communion, St Michael and All Angels, Elton 
10.30am  Holy Communion, St Giles’, Cropwell Bishop 
10.30am Morning Worship, Holy Trinity, Tythby 
 
 
 
 

Keeping in touch; staying informed 
Weekly notices with forthcoming services and events and news  

are posted on the Parish website: 
www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk 

You may receive these by email by subscribing to the website 
notification service at  

www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/subscribe 
 
 

Further information and contact details can be found on the parish 
website at www.wivertoninthevale.co.uk/whos-who 
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